Whicl End of the Telesoope?
v A r<'\v|$ic;;\ in the ostimates of the rate of Soviet «
ceonainie grqwth seems to be under way in both,

. Woshington and a number. of the civilian research *°7

centers, This 17 a matter of more than abstract im-
portance: American foreign policy is based, to a’con-

idernsle degree, on the estimates of Soviet hdlitary e

and econurric power,
In the past, Suviet econpmie man has been pamted
fect high. There have, of course, been fractional
diffirences »f opimfon among the government and
. academic statisticians, but there has been general
agreement on the broad dnmensxons of Soviet eco-
nomie po-ver. ’
This agreement no longer prevails. At the conven-
tion of the American Economies Association during
the Christmas holidays, Professor Warren' Nutter of
the University of Virginia announced that the rate of
Suvviet economic growth was below that of the Unitad
States. This view will get a friendly reception from °
+ rofessional economists if for no othgr reason than .
" “that: Dr, Nutter's inquirics are being sponsored by
‘L regpected end wealthy National Burcau of Eco-
numic Research.
Thvre‘m accordingly, come prospect that the gross
errors of estimate that have been tolerated over the
+ past two decades may be corrected in the years to
come. This will ereate quite a flutter in Washington's.
bhurcaucratic hutches—oespecially in. the Central In-
telligence Agency, which has a very large number. of
citizens working on this problem who have come'to
. conclusions altogether diffevent from Dr. Nutter's.
Some rabbits, particularly -those who have provided
CIA Director Allen W. Dulles with' the materials
" that have Jed to s@me of his more cgregious propa-
+ wanda errors, will have to seek shelter elsewhere:
Mr. Richard Bissell, who forehandedly retired from
FEOA w0 CIA after the 1952 election returns came m
may be one of thess, '
NATIONAL REVIEW, which has always takcn a
.nmdlcod view of the Gargantuan theory of the
_Soviet economy, applauds this evidence of scientxﬁc
progress. For one of our early issues we managed.to -
ubtdm an estimate of Soviet economic cnpability
that fvas \nthm the bounds of reason. (“Can Moscow
Deliver?” by Pyrrho, Jan. 11, 1956.) This might be
_ & good moment for the American periodical press to
re-examine its performance on this question, and
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"on the same daie that we prlntod Pyrrhoe article it

" more repeated by Mr. Calvin Hoover in the January

" ure the strongest potential allics of the free world

-+ of itg failure, in the plainest economic sense,-to pro- }

" economic outlook: dne that will take in‘o due ac-. -
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For ‘itdl’kC‘St contrast we rermnd the Natiun that

nublished a piece by Mr. Peter Wiles claiming that
Sovict growth was at a rato that wmuld soon assure
a higher Gross National P.oduct.than that of the .-
United States. Professor Nutter,has now called for
wn end to this professional nonsense—which is once

1957 issue of ch.’ign Aﬂairs. . . \ .
We do nut profess to know the precise dmnsltms
of Um Soviet economy. We do know that the Soviet '
subjects -are not oating very well; that their diet is
even more a meaiter of bread, potatoes and cabbage -
than it was in 1912; that their per capita living space 7
is less than half-of the 1912 standard; that the shoddy
producets they are turning out are of a kind jn which B
titey van have no pride. Quite apart from lost re-
ligious and cultural values, dllthe sacrifices.tv “the’ o
Saviet expyeriment” havé brought only desperate ma- .
terial privation.
Although the Hungarians and the Poles have bmn ,
.mt conspicuous in recent opposition, it is the peo- ¢
ples of the Soviet Union®proper who have the oldest . b
racord of opposition to the Bolshevik regime, and who -

vgidnst the Krenlin masters. A large part of this op- » -
[osition to Communism springs from the knowledge .. -

vide the indxspen.mble requlremenm for human - A
rurvival. | . . ©
NATIONAL REVIEW welcomes the new sophistication
of the economies profession. We expect, in the near
future, to publith 'a new assessment of ‘the “Soviet |,

count the deepening agricultural crisis, 'the severe
manpower shortage, and the. transportation and .
onergy hottlenecks: that are’ ravnging the Sovict

perhaps to correct the impressions tl_\at it has so as- economy. ‘ . ) .
siduously propagated for twenty years. : ’ ' :
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